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A Publication of Highland Terrace Baptist Church 

                                                                                                  Greenville, Texas                     
 

November 28, 2012                                                                                                                                                                                                                     www.highlandterrace.net 

 Church Family 
 

I am often asked how I deal with the tension between what the Christmas season is supposed to be about (the Incarnation of Christ/ Immanuel, God with us), and 
what it has become to so many in America who will not even say Merry Christmas. As a husband, father and grandfather there are so many things I truly enjoy about 
this Christmas season but as a Pastor there is always a tension for some people between the celebration of Christmas and the origin of the way we celebrate the 
Christmas season. Last year I wrote an article about the Origin, Meaning and Celebration of Christmas and many of you commented on how much you appreciated it. 

So I have decided to share that article again this week.   
 

First of all Romans 12:2 says we are not to be conformed to this world but to be transformed by the renewing of our mind. As citizens of the Kingdom of God we 
should not blindly follow our culture but we need to evaluate it with our transformed mind. As twice born men and women living in a once born world, we need to oper-

ate with a Biblical worldview and we need to be discerning about the things we do or don’t do.  
 

The first place we need to begin is with the ORIGIN and MEANING of Christmas (the word Christmas did not appear until the 5th Century). The origin of Christmas 
actually predates time and humanity (Jesus is the Lamb of God that was slain before the foundation of the world)! God introduced the concept of the Incarnation to us 
through a conversation He had with the serpent in Genesis 3:15 when He said And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 
seed; He shall bruise you on the head and you shall bruise Him on the heel! We get the meaning of Christmas (Advent of Christ), from its origin and the meaning of 
Christmas is all about the Incarnation of Immanuel/God with us. In Genesis 49:10 we are told that the scepter (a Hebrew symbol of governmental authority), shall not 
depart from Judah, Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh (Hebrew, the Messiah), comes! And then Isaiah 7:14 says Therefore the Lord Himself will 
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel! Each of the more than 300 O.T. prophecies led to great antici-
pation of the Incarnation of the Messiah and Luke 2:1-11 describes the biblical account of the first Christmas. So for today’s Christian, the origin of Christmas is, and 
should be, all about the birth (Incarnation), of Jesus Christ as prophesied and revealed in the Word of God!  
 

However what most of us witness leading up to December 25th is a terrible DISTORTION of the true meaning of the Incarnation. This compels us to explore the mod-
ern day CELEBRATION of Christmas. It is well documented that the WAY Christmas is celebrated today has its roots in pagan religion. For example there is almost 
no credible scholar who believes that Christ was even born on December 25. Pagans worshiped the heavenly bodies such as the sun, moon, stars and the planets for 
their role in the changing of the seasons. This period of worship was called the “Yule” season. All of this was to commemorate the return of the “burning wheel” (the 
sun), and to insure the return of spring. As a result they used objects in their worship that were signs of perpetual life, such as holly, mistletoe, evergreen trees and 

wreaths. All of these pre-Christian relics are still with us today. The difference of course is that they have been “Christianized” or sanctified.  
 

When Theodosius, the emperor that succeeded Constantine, took the throne, he took Constantine’s admiration of Christianity a step further. He actually made Christi-
anity a legal and protected religion and thus Theodosius outlawed all other religions, making Christianity the only legal religion. And thus you have the marriage of the 
church and the state.  One of the consequences of legalizing Christianity was that unconverted pagans became members of the church and thus for the first time you 
have unregenerate members bringing their pagan practices into the church. So it is easy to see how some of the pagan symbols related to the winter solstice became 

infused with Christmas.   
 

Even today there are people who reject portions of the way Christmas is celebrated because much of it had its origin in paganism. But think about it. Just because a 
practice had roots in paganism does not necessarily mean we are sinning if we practice it today. For example the days of the week and the months of the year origi-
nally honored pagan deities but we use them every day without thinking we are sinning or feeling the need to abstain from the days and months. Paul assured the 

Corinthians that even if they were eating meat that had been offered to idols, it could be sanctified if they could say “thanks” to God for it (1 Cor 10:30-31). 
 

So WHY did Christians begin celebrating “Christmas” in the first place? The earliest records of Christians celebrating the birth of Christ can only be traced to the third 
century. The reason for these celebrations was likely a reaction to the Gnostic heresy which said that Christ did NOT come in the flesh. So, to emphasize the humanity 
of Christ, these early Christians had a festival to honor His birth. In the fifth century, bishops of the church ordered the celebration of the nativity using December 25 as 
the day of Christ’s birth. It wasn’t until much later that the word CHRISTMAS was used and this came from the Medieval church’s practice of a “Christ-Mass.” 
  

Even though the WAY Christmas is celebrated today is a major distortion of the true meaning of Christmas it should not deter Christians from celebrating the FACT of 
the Incarnation and rejoice with anticipation of His Second Coming!  
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Sunday, November  25, 2012 

 Bible Study Attendance             767 

  Total Worship Attendance                  676 

Received Sunday                                                            $23,782.55 

Weekly Requirements $35,217.00 

Received to Date  $1,651,352.25 

Required to Date $1,690,416.00 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

To Every Nation 

Mission Trip - July 2013.

Informational Meeting

December 2, 2012 @ 5:00pm

Room C101 

Please tell anyone you know that may be interested. 

Any questions, please call Scott Hudspeth (903)268-3958

 

 

Joe & Carol  

O’Briant 

Holiday Schedule: 

 Nov. 30:  Ladies Christmas Gathering 

 Dec. 02:  Hanging of the Greens 

 Dec. 09:  Christmas Carol Concert  (pm service) 

 Dec. 16:  Adult Musical (THE SONG) 

 Dec. 19:  Gingerbread Village (pre-K-6th gr. fami-

lies) 

 Dec. 23:  NO Evening Services 

 Dec. 24:  Church offices Closed 

 Dec. 24:  Candlelight Service and Lord’s Supper 

 Dec. 25:  Church offices Closed; No Newsletter   

 Dec. 26:  NO AWANA 

 Dec. 30:  No Newsletter this Week 

 Jan. 01:  Church Office Closed 



55+ Young At Heart 
 

                              
 Hope all of you had a Happy Thanksgiving and a great time with fami-
ly and friends. Linda and I celebrated Thanksgiving in beautiful Red 
River NM with part of our family Bryan & Amy, Meghan, Ryan, Kendall 
and the Fulton’s, Duane, Kristi, Kaleb and Lynzie. We had a great 

time. Some were skiing, some watched and all ate a lot !  
 

Now we are excited about Christmas and the celebration of Christ’s 
Birthday.  This is always a busy time of year and there are so many 
things going on and it seems like there is not enough time. By the time 
we decorate, attend Christmas parties, buy presents, have traditional 
meals, we have to be careful or we will miss the “REASON for the 

SEASON.”  

Christmas Banquet on December 4th is always a joyous and happy 
time. Our Young at Heart always has great fellowship, fun and food. 
The concert will be presented by Rita Fulmer ad she does a great job. 
Traditional Christmas dinner catered by Eddie Deen and they always 
do a great job with plenty of food. Hope you are signed up  and look 

forward to seeing you there. 
 

Pray for our On Mission for Jesus Builders, they have two churches 
that will need some help in January. These are very dedicated men 
that like to help further the Kingdom of God. Thanks to every one of 
you that so diligently give of your time and talents so others can be 

blessed as well as you being blessed. 

 

Bro. Royce  

Salvation Army Bell Ringing 

Brookshires 

9:00 am till 8:00 pm 

Wednesday December 12th 

Friday December 14th  

Be sure to sign up.  This would be a great class mission project, 
so talk it up in your class!   

Our Bell Ringer Chairman  Benny Stapp is in charge. 
 

Bro. Royce 

 

So what about the CHRISTMAS TREE? Some people appeal to Jeremiah 10:3-4 as Biblical evidence for Christians not having anything to do with Christmas Trees (For the 
customs of the peoples are delusion; because it is wood cut from the forest, the work of the hands of craftsman with a cutting tool. They decorate it with silver and with gold; 
they fasten with nails and with hammers so that it will not totter).  
 

It certainly sounds like a Christmas Tree doesn’t it? However this can’t refer to Christmas Trees because Christ wasn’t even born yet and primarily because the CONTEXT 
clearly indicates it is talking about something else. Look at the rest of the passage beginning with 10:5: Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field are they, and they cannot speak; 
They must be carried, because they cannot walk! Do not fear them, for they can do no harm, nor can they do any good! There is none like You, O LORD; You are great, and 
great is Your name in might. Who would not fear You, O King of the nations? Indeed it is Your due! For among all the wise men of the nations and in all their kingdoms, there is 
none like You! But they are altogether stupid and foolish in the discipline of delusion---their IDOL is WOOD! Beaten silver is brought from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz. ons 
cannot endure His indignation!   So the bottom line is that this passage is not talking about a Christmas Tree at all, it is a clear condemnation of IDOLS!  
 

The first instance of the Ever-green tree being associated with Christmas is attributed to the leader of the Reformation, Martin Luther in the early 1500’s. He was walking 
through the snow-covered woods and was struck by the beauty of a group of small evergreens. Their branches were dusted with snow and shimmered in the moonlight. When 
he got home he set up a little fir tree indoors so he could share this story with children. He decorated it with candles, which he lighted in honor of Christ’s birth. 
 

There are some people who appeal to Galatians 4:10 as the reason that Christians should not even celebrate or observe Christmas, Easter or any special day. This verse 
says you observe days and months and seasons and years, I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain. If that is the only part of the passage that a person read 
then it could seem as if Christians should not celebrate special days. However if you read the CONTEXT you will discover that Paul was not talking about the observance of 
days as being wrong, he was talking about “trying to be JUSTIFIED by observing days, seasons, years, etc. (4:4-10).  
 

Paul wouldn’t say one thing in Galatians 4:4-10 and contradict it in Romans 14:2-10. In this passage Paul clearly states that one person likes one kind of food and another 
person likes one day better than another but what really matters is whether or not he is doing it “for the Lord” or not! Paul goes on to say that we need to consider one another 

(fellow Believers) in the liberties we choose to enjoy or choose to abstain from (14:19-23). 
 

I have taken a lot of time and space to try and explain the ORIGIN, MEANING, and DISTORTION of Christmas. In closing how should Christians respond to Christmas? Should 
we embrace it or even reject it? I think the best thing to do is to ask the question “what would Jesus do” and try and be like Jesus. Since we have established the fact that 
Christmas was not around during the earthly ministry of Jesus we would need to look to see if there was something similar to Christmas in His time. 
 

Many orthodox Jews observe a special day this time of the year called “Hanukah” or the Feast of Lights or the Feast of Dedication. If you look for this day in the Old Testament 
you will not find it there because it was not a Holy day the Lord instituted for His people. There is a difference between a HOLY day and a HOLIDAY. Hanukah had its origins in 
a period of time known as the Maccabean period of Israel’s history. This was immediately after the time of Alexander the Great. You may remember that his kingdom was torn 
into various parts and one of the rulers was a man named Antiochus Ephiphanes. Just like Alexander, he tried to force the Greek culture on the Jews but many resisted. It 
reached its boiling point when he took over the temple and offered unclean sacrifices on the altar and erected an idol in the temple precinct.  A man named Judas (the Ham-
mer), Maccabees led the revolt and established Jewish independence and rededicated the temple. Hanukah commemorates the rededication of the temple. It is like Christmas 
in many ways. First of all it is not mentioned in O.T. Scripture so it is a man-made tradition (like Christmas). It also has a lot of religious baggage associated with it just like 

Christmas does. So what did Jesus do, as a Jew, with this man-made holiday? 
 

Fortunately we have the answer to that question in John 10:22-28 at that time the Feast of the Dedication (Hanukah), took place at Jerusalem; and it was winter and Jesus 
was walking in the temple in the portico of Solomon. John goes on to tell us that the Jews gathered around Jesus and asked Him if He was really the Christ (Messiah) and if He 
was to tell them plainly that He was. You might remember that this is the same passage where Jesus said “My sheep hear My voice and I know them and they follow Me!” 
 

So what did Jesus do? Jesus went to the temple; He went to “church,” so to speak. He did not boycott the festival or oppose it. He used it as an opportunity to teach the Truth 
to people who needed to hear it the most! If we want to be like Jesus then we will use this “holiday” (not Holy Day), when people are more open to hearing about the Christ and 
teach them the true meaning of Christmas! Every Christmas we are given a precious jewel of opportunity, we can either bury it in the ground or use it to sow truth that will bear 
fruit! In my mind, what better time to teach people the true meaning of the Incarnation than at Christmas!  
 

In closing, when you come to HTBC this Sunday you will see a beautiful Christmas Tree in the atrium and it is not an IDOL that we worship. It is a symbol that reminds us that 
the greatest gift that was ever given involved an old rugged cross! I don’t believe Jesus is offended and as your Pastor I sincerely hope that you are not either.  
 

I look forward to seeing you Sunday and I will once again be swinging the two-edged sword! 

 

In Christ, 
 

Brother Bobby  

 

Dec. 3 
I Cor. 15 —16 

Dec. 4 
2 Cor.  1 — 4 

Dec. 5 
2 Cor. 5 — 9 

Dec. 6 
2 Cor. 10—13 

Dec. 7 
Acts 20: 1—3 

Rom. 1— 3  

Dec. 8 
Rom. 4 — 7  

 

Dec. 9 
Rom 11—13 

 

The Power of a Simple Gift: 
When they open their shoe box gifts, the harsh world around them fades and their hearts 
fill with wonder and joy as they see the treasures within. Yet the impact of Samaritan’s 
Purse: Operation Christmas Child goes far beyond smiles and laughter. These simple gifts 
become Gospel opportunities, opening hurting hearts to experience the transforming power 
of Christ to those that are precious in His sight. We would like to thank the ones who partic-
ipated in the Operation Christmas Child Project this year. It is because of your generosity 
that 144 children will be receiving gift-filled shoe boxes from our church and other small 
churches in our area this Christmas.  Please pray that these children and their families will 

come to know Jesus Christ, God’s greatest gift.  -Adult 5 & 6 Bible Study  

 

Special Called Business Meeting 

 

There will be a special called business meeting Sunday,  
December 9, 2012 after the evening service. This meet-
ing will be to hear about and vote on the HTBC Disciple-
ship University that will begin in  

January. 

Special Friends Angel Tree 
 

Deadline to return the gifts is December 19.    

 

We need your help!  Someone took the following 
names and did not sign them out:  Jennifer Lunsford, Mary Ely & Rob-
ert Hudson.  Please call Dee Sindle, as soon as possible, if you took 
these angels.  Her number is 903-456-3429.   

New for Bible Study! 
 

Imagine a prophet with a prodigal wife, a small town prophet in a big city, 
or a bigoted prophet with a bad attitude.  God used all three and we will be 
learning their stories in our Sunday morning Bible studies at 9:30 and 
10:55 (Explore the Bible curriculum).  Do you know God’s name?  Do you 
know some of the different names He is called by in the Bible and what 
they reveal about Him?  We will be learning about that in Bible study if your 

class is using the Bible Studies for Life curriculum.   
 

“You can't escape life's interruptions. They come in all sizes and shapes, 
all colors and shades, good and bad. Though we wish to avoid them, every 
season of life seems to include a few. They shock us. They compel us to 
change. Sometimes they make us wonder if God even cares. Interruptions 
can be difficult to manage, no matter what - or whose - they are. No, you 
can't escape life's interruptions, but you can change your perspective on 

them. 
 

The prophet Jonah knew how a life interrupted feels. Dive into this six-
week study of Jonah and discover that what you see as an interruption 
may truly be God's divine invitation to a life so much bigger than you can 
imagine.”   If your class uses Masterworks curriculum you will be studying, 

Jonah: Navigating a Life Interrupted by Priscilla Shirer (6 sessions). 
 

Here is a suggestion for Teachers and Outreach Directors for the different 
Adult, Youth, and Children’s Teachers.  We all struggle with how to get 
absentees back after they have been gone for awhile.  Try this, deliver the 
new Bible Study book to them.  Tell them how excited you are about the 
new study you are starting.  Tell them you have missed them and invite 
them to come on Sunday.  People like to know they have been missed and 
after a few weeks sometimes they just need a good excuse to come back 

in without feeling like an outsider.   

You are loved, 

Bro. Kelly 

 

This Sunday evening will be our Annual Hanging of the Green service.  
It is always such an exciting service as we usher in the Christmas sea-

son each year.  Make your plans to be here this Sunday at 6:00 p.m. 
  

The Adult Choir, GloryLand Singers, Celebration Ringers, and several 
soloists will lead in the music as we remember “THE REASON FOR 

THE SEASON”. 
 

Also, during the service we will participate in the first ingathering for the 
Lottie Moon Offering for International Missions.  Pray about how God 

wants you to be involved in this mission emphasis this year. 
 

Don’t miss it;  we are going to have a wonderful evening celebrating 
the birth of the Savior. 

  Hanging of the Green 

New Members Class 

Sunday, December 9, 2012  at 9:30 am in B206. 


